
UNIT 1

Many Places, Many Lives

Someone
Someplace, somewhere

Far across the sea,

Could there be, I wonder,

Someone else like me?

Doing all the same things—

School and chores and play,

Living in a family

Growing day by day.

Someplace, somewhere,

It might just be true,

That someone in the wide world

Wonders about me, too.
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Meet Some Friends

My name is María. I speak Spanish. My family
lives in Peru, in a community called Villa El
Salvador. Our house is small, but it is just right
for us. My favourite activity is going to the beach.
I like to collect pretty shells. 
I have lots of them.

Peru

My name is Ahmed. I live in Tunisia, in the city of
Tunis. We live in the old part of the city. I walk to
school with my friends. I like school. I also 
like swimming in the sea in the summer. I am 
a good swimmer. I speak Arabic. I am learning
French at school.

Tunisia
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Around the World

My name is Irena. I live in Ukraine, in the city of
Kyiv. I speak Ukrainian, and I know a few words
in Russian. There’s a park near our house where
my sister and I skate with our friends. Tonight
my friend is coming for dinner. 

Ukraine

My name is Ravi. I live in a town called Milak.
Many languages are spoken in India. I speak
Hindi. I also know a few words in English. I like
making kites. I’m making one 
now for my younger sister. 
It’s a surprise!

India
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See Where

Tunisia is a
country in

North Africa. It would
take about 13 hours
to fly from Tunisia to
Alberta.

Ahmed,
Tunisia 

Peru is a country
in South

America. It would take
about 11 hours to fly
from Peru to 
Alberta.

María,
Peru
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They Live

Ukraine is a
country in

Europe. It would take
about 13 hours to fly
from Ukraine 
to Alberta. 

Irena,
Ukraine

India is a
country in Asia.

It would take about 19
hours to fly from India 
to Alberta.

Ravi,
India

TRY THIS

Locate all four
countries on the map.
What direction would
you travel to go to
Peru from Canada?
What direction would
you travel to go to
Ukraine from Canada?
Which country is
farther from Canada,
Tunisia or India? 
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People everywhere have needs. They need
family and friends, a home, and food to eat.
They must also feel safe and happy in their
lives. When people have the things they need,
we say they have a good quality of life. This
means they have the things that make them
feel safe, comfortable, healthy, and happy.

You have just met María, Ahmed, Irena, and
Ravi. In this chapter, you will learn more about
them. You will learn about their quality of life. 
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Quality of life is the sense of safety, comfort, security, health, and
happiness that people have in their lives.

Word Watch

CHAPTER 1

Think about the things
you need in your life. 

• Make a web diagram
that shows these
needs.

• How do these things
make you feel safe,
comfortable, healthy,
and happy?

Think 
Ab0ut It

Quality of Life
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SKILL
POWER
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How can you find out more about these four
children? When you want to know more about
people and places, it helps to ask questions. 
You can start your questions with special
question words.

Ask Questions

What…?
W

here…
? W

hy
…

?

When…?

How…?

As you go through this chapter, look for 
answers to the questions you have written. 
If you do not find the answers, do some 
research at the library. Then tell your 
classmates what you have learned.

You will find other questions in this book. 
Look for answers to these questions, too.

TRY THIS

Write three questions you would like to ask
María, Ahmed, Irena, and Ravi about how
they live. Use why for one question and how
for another question.

Who…?
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At Home in Peru

This is a house in Lima.

■ What are the things that help
make María feel safe,
comfortable, and happy? 

■ How do these things add to
her quality of life?

Favourite Foods
Everyone in María’s
family has a favourite
food. Her favourite is
chicken stew. Her
mother cooks potatoes
to go with it. María likes 
fresh fruit. Her favourite 
dessert is ice cream.

María is a citizen of Peru. She lives in Villa El
Salvador. Her community is part of the city of
Lima. María’s parents moved here a few years
ago. Her father wanted to find a job in the city.
Her parents worked hard, and now they have a
sturdy house. It is made of cement and brick.
María’s father built it. Her cousin helped build
the house. Soon they will build another room
and make the house bigger. 

María goes to a new school in her
community. She feels lucky because she can
walk to the school. Some children take a bus 
to the school. María likes mathematics. She also
likes learning about the environment.

A citizen is a person who lives
in a country and has rights and
responsibilities in that country.

Word Watch
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In our house, there is my mother and father, my
baby sister, my grandparents, and my cousin.
Grandmother looks after the baby while Mother
and Father are at work. My mother and
grandmother buy our food at the market. My
father and cousin are always fixing up our house.
I help with housework. Having lots of people
around makes me feel safe and happy. 

María, Peru

In My Own Words

• Why does María like a
big family?

• How does María’s
family make her feel
safe and happy?

Think 
Ab0ut It

María likes to play with her friends Blanca
and Inés. They play hide-and-seek after school.
Sometimes they skip rope. She also likes to
draw. María likes being with her friends. They
have fun together. 

This chess set was made in Peru. María’s grandfather is teaching
her how to play chess.

Like children in other countries,
María likes to skip, draw, and
play sports.
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In the City

Lima is the capital city of Peru. It is a busy,
noisy place. There are lots of things to see and
do. There are museums, shops, and restaurants.
Buses and cars move along the crowded streets.
The traffic makes the air polluted.

People work in banks, hospitals, and
factories. María’s father works in a garage. He
fixes cars. He takes the bus to and from work. It
is a long bus ride.

María’s mother also works in Lima. 
Most mornings she sells vegetables at a

market. She also sews clothes for
people. She likes to sew clothes for
María, too.

María’s mother and father 
work hard. They are proud they
can give their family a good home
and healthy food.

10

This is a busy street in Lima.

Brightly coloured yarn like this
is sold in markets in Peru.

A capital city is where the
government meets and 
where government buildings
are located.

Word Watch
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If you lived in Peru,
would you prefer to live
in the city or in the
country? Why?

Think 
Ab0ut It

In the Country

Not far from María’s community is a small
village. The air is cleaner there than in Lima.
People grow vegetables on small farms. Many
houses do not have electricity or running water.
A special truck sells water to village people.
Sometimes the water is not clean. Then people
have to boil the water before they can drink it.

María’s family used to have a farm near the
mountains. They raised sheep and grew potatoes
and quinoa (KEEN-wah), a kind of grain.
María’s father used animals called llamas to
carry loads on the trails.

I miss our farm. We had
lots of animals. I could see
the mountains from my
house. They are so
beautiful! But now I can go
to a better school.

María, Peru

In My Own Words

In the mountains, people often use llamas to carry 
heavy loads.

This village near the mountains
is quiet. There is no
overcrowding.
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Ahmed is a citizen of Tunisia. He lives with his
father, his mother, and his older brother. They
live in the old part of the city of Tunis. Tunis is
the capital of Tunisia. Ahmed’s house is made
of whitewashed stone with a blue door and
blue window frames. The house has a flat roof.
On summer nights, the family goes up to the
roof to cool off in the breeze. Some of Ahmed’s
uncles and aunts come over to visit. They talk
with his parents. 

Ahmed started school when he was six. His
school is close to his home. He studies Arabic,
French, mathematics, history, and geography. 

At Home in Tunisia
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■ What are the things that help
make Ahmed feel safe,
comfortable, and happy? 

■ How do these things add to
his quality of life?

In the old part of Tunis, the streets are narrow and winding.

Favourite Foods
Ahmed’s favourite food
is couscous. Couscous is
a grain. His mother
serves it with green
peppers, carrots, and
lamb. Ahmed also likes
the fresh bread his
mother gets from the
market. The bread is
flat and round. It
smells so good!
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I only have one brother, but my family is very big.
There are all my uncles and aunts and cousins. 
My family does everything together. I know all my
neighbours, too. They always say “hello” to me.

My brother and I do some chores around the
house. But my mother and father say it is more
important for us to study hard.

Ahmed, Tunisia

In My Own Words

Ahmed and his friends enjoy puzzles and
drawing. They also love football. Cars are not
allowed in old Tunis, so Ahmed and his friends
play football on the street in front of his home. 

Fact Flash
In Tunisia and many other
countries, people play
football. In North America
the same game is called
soccer. 

What are some things
that are important to
Ahmed and his family?
How do you know?

Think 
Ab0ut It

These boys are playing football. It is a very popular game in Tunisia.

Computer games are
played by children
in Canada,
Tunisia, and
other countries
around the world. 
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In the City 

The old part of Tunis is crowded with people.
Covered markets called souks (sooks) sell 
spices, carpets, jewellery, and many other
items. The new part of the city is full of cars,
trucks, and buses. Horns honk and engines
roar. Ahmed’s father works in a bank there. He
speaks Arabic and French at work. He goes to
the bank on a streetcar. Ahmed’s mother
teaches at a school nearby. She walks to work.

At noon the family eats together. The lunch
break in Tunisia is two hours long. That means
Ahmed’s mother and father have time to come
home for a meal with Ahmed and his brother. 

In the new part of Tunis, there
are many tall buildings and
offices.

In a souk, you can buy plates, fruit, and spices like the ones shown here.

Many business people in
Tunisia use French in their jobs.

Did You Know ?

3-SE-ch1.q  02/24/2005  1:34 PM  Page 14



15

In the Country

Ahmed’s grandparents live in a village. It has
electricity and good roads. Ahmed’s grandfather
is a farmer. He grows orange and almond trees.
Other farmers nearby grow wheat, barley, and
sugar beets. Ahmed’s grandparents don’t need a
car. They visit the city by bus or train. Sometimes
they share a taxi with other people.

Some people in Tunisia used to be nomads.
They travelled across the country looking for
food and water. They kept goats and camels or
horses. Today most of these people live in
villages where the children go to school.

These camels are resting.
Nomads of southern Tunisia
use camels to travel.

I like visiting my
grandparents’ farm. Tunis
doesn’t have many parks,
so it’s great to be able to
walk around and see trees
and flowers.

Ahmed, Tunisia

In My Own Words

These carrots were grown on
farms in Tunisia. They are being
shipped to local markets where
they will be sold.
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At Home in Ukraine
■ What are the things that help

make Irena feel safe,
comfortable, and happy? 

■ How do these things add to
her quality of life?

Irena is a citizen of Ukraine. She lives with her
mother, younger sister, grandparents, and
aunt. Her mother and father are divorced.
Irena visits her father every week.

Irena and her family live in Kyiv (Kee-ev),
the capital city of Ukraine. They have an
apartment in a tall building made of brick. 
The apartment isn’t large, so there’s not a lot 
of space for Irena and her sister to play. 

Irena started going to school when she was
six. Her school is on the same street as her
apartment. She likes reading, music, and
mathematics. There are many children in
Irena’s class. Her school has a library, a
cafeteria, and a gymnasium.

This statue is in a park in Kyiv.

Favourite Foods
Irena’s favourite meal
is borscht. That’s a red
soup made with beets.
She also likes the
sausage her mother
buys at the market. 
She eats it with fresh
rye bread. 
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My mother and aunt do the shopping together. My
mother, grandmother, and grandfather do most of
the cooking. My sister and I help Aunt Marta do
the cleaning. My grandfather knows how to fix
everything in the apartment. He likes to tell funny
stories. He always makes me laugh!

Irena, Ukraine

In My Own Words

• What do you think 
are some of the good
things about living 
in a big family? 

• What may be difficult
about living in a big
family?

Think 
Ab0ut It

Ukraine has a long history of
toy making. Their traditional
toys are usually made of wood,
clay, and cloth.

This girl is learning gymnastics. It is a popular sport in Ukraine.

Irena and her friends like to fly kites in the
park near her house. In the winter, they go
skating. Irena likes to collect stamps. She is also
learning gymnastics.
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In the City

Irena’s mother is a doctor. She works very hard.
Helping people is important to her. Sometimes
she gets upset because the hospital does not
have enough medicine or supplies. She goes to
work on the subway. The subway is crowded,
but it moves quickly. People travel by bus, too.

Some city people work in stores or offices.
There are also many factories. Some make
trucks and engines for trains. The factories
create many jobs. But the factories and the
traffic pollute the air.
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This is the waterfront in Kyiv.

In Ukraine, more people
live in the city than in the
country.

FACT FINDER

Many people use electric streetcars like this one to travel in the city.

People who 
live in the 
country

People who 
live in the city

Ukraine

Kyiv is almost 1500 years old!
But parts of the city are very
modern. There are so many
parks in Kyiv that some people
call it a city of parks.

Did You Know ?
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In the Country

Irena has an uncle and aunt who live in the
countryside. They are farmers, and they grow
wheat, potatoes, corn, beets, and sunflowers.
Their farm is quite big, and they make a good
living. Other farmers in their village raise 
cattle, pigs, and chickens. 

When Irena’s uncle and aunt come to visit
Kyiv, they take the train. Sometimes Irena goes
to visit them, too. Their village is small, but it
has electricity. There are some small shops.
Many people get water from wells. 
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These women are working in a
field of roses. The roses are
used to make perfume.

Many farmers raise pigs in Ukraine.

• Why is there more
pollution in the city
than in the country?

• What are some of the
things people could do
to cut down on
pollution in the city?

Think 
Ab0ut It

Every summer, many
families in Ukraine go to
the Black Sea for vacation.
People swim and relax.
They stay in houses called
dachas or in tents. Many
Canadians go to cottages
for their vacation. They
also like camping.
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Ravi is a citizen of India. He lives in the town of
Milak. He lives with his father, two sisters,
grandmother, and great grandfather. His father
is a farmer. Ravi’s mother died when he was
very young. Since then his grandmother has
taken care of the family.

Ravi’s house is built of brick. It has a living
room, bedrooms, and a room for storing food.
The kitchen is in a separate room in the
courtyard. Ravi and his family watch 
television in the living room. At night, Ravi can
hear the buses and trucks on the highway close
to his house.

Ravi began school when he was five. He
studies Hindi, English, mathematics, and 
social studies. He likes school.
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At Home in India
■ What are the things that help

make Ravi feel safe,
comfortable, and happy? 

■ How do these things add to
his quality of life?

This family lives in southern India. Family is important in India. Relatives often live close to each other.

Favourite Foods
Ravi’s favourite food is
chicken curry and
bread called chapati. He
also eats dal (lentils).
On hot summer days,
Ravi likes to eat
watermelon. 
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Ravi loves playing cricket with his friends.
Cricket is a team sport. Players use a wooden
bat to hit a ball. He watches football on
television with his father. He also plays chess
with his older sister. She usually wins!
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My grandmother does all the cooking and washing.
My older sisters do most of the cleaning. After
school, I like to have tea with my great grandfather.
I like it when he tells me stories. Then I help my
father in the field. I milk the cows.

Ravi, India

In My Own Words TRY THIS

Make a list of five or
six things Ravi might
do in a day. Which of
his activities would you
like best? Why?

These boys are playing cricket. It is one of the most popular games
in India.

Most children in India wear
school uniforms like the ones
shown here.
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In the City

Not long ago, Ravi’s Aunt Veena had a baby.
Ravi and his family took the train to New Delhi
to visit her. The train station was huge and so
crowded! Ravi’s uncle drives a taxi, so he
showed the family around the city. Everywhere
people were selling food, shoes, clothes, and
other goods. There were tall apartment
buildings, offices, restaurants, and shops. Ravi
saw people wearing different kinds of clothing

and many bright colours.
Ravi’s uncle explained that
people from all parts of
India live in New Delhi.
Many continue to wear the
style of clothes from their
province or town. 
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This is New Delhi. It is the
capital city of India.

Fact Flash
Bicycles and scooters are
popular in India. Many
bicycles have a carrier that
holds a second person.
Sometimes even three
people will ride on a bike
at the same time!

These women are in New Delhi. In India,
people wear clothes of many different
colours and styles. 
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In the Country

Ravi’s father is a farmer. He grows rice, peas,
and beans. He also raises cattle for milk, and
chickens for eggs. He sells his crops at the
market. He doesn’t have a car, but he has a
motorcycle. Sometimes he takes Ravi for a ride.

Ravi’s family doesn’t have a lot of money.
But Ravi lives in a nice house, and there is
always plenty of good food. Also, the family is
together a lot. Ravi’s father is proud that he can
give his children a good life.
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Tea is grown in India. These
women are picking tea leaves.

Ravi’s father works hard
to give his children a
good life. 

• What has he been
able to do for Ravi? 

Think 
Ab0ut ItMy aunt and uncle live in an apartment. Uncle

Sanjay took me to a stadium to see a cricket game.
It was fun, but there were so many people! I was
afraid I might get squashed. I’m glad I live in my
town.

Ravi, India

In My Own Words

In India, more people live
in the country than in the
city.

FACT FINDER

People who 
live in the 
country

People who 
live in the city

India
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You have just seen
how María, Ahmed,
Irena, and Ravi live.
You have seen that
they are citizens of
four unique
communities. You
have learned about
their families. Now
read what they say
about their lives. 

What They Say
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María
Sometimes I wish my mother and father didn’t
have to work so much. I’d like to go to the
beach or the zoo more often. But I know my
parents work to give us a good life. Anyway, I
have fun with my friends, and I like going to
my new school. Also, my grandmother 
and grandfather are always at
home to keep me company.

María, Peru

Ahmed
My parents put our family first, but they 
are also very busy. Sometimes I wish my 
mother stayed at home. My friend 
Farouk’s mother does. She’s always there when
he gets home from school. But two jobs mean
our parents can buy us things and 
take us on holidays. I love my 
family, and I study hard so they 
will be proud of me.

Ahmed, Tunisia
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Irena
My mother is a doctor. She works long hours.
When she comes home, she has to rest. I have
to be quiet, so I can’t shout and run around.
I’m so glad my grandparents and Aunt Marta
live with us. They play with me and my sister
while my mother is resting. When 
we’re all together, I feel so safe 
and happy! 

Irena, Ukraine

Ravi
My father wants to buy more land. But he
doesn’t think we have enough money. I’m
sorry my father is disappointed. But we own
our land and house. Our family has a lot
more than many people have! 
My grandmother says little by 
little things get better. I think 
she is right!

Ravi, India

What are some of the
things that María,
Ahmed, Irena, and Ravi
like about their lives?

• What things do you
think they would like
to change?

• Would those things
make a difference to
their quality of life?
Why or why not?

Think 
Ab0ut It
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Make a chart like the one shown here. Choose one country.
Reread the chapter and find information about that 
country. Write three things about the quality of life there.

Make a Chart

Show What You Know!
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Topic
Life at home

Life in the country

Life in the city

Country:________________

Write a Letter
Choose one of the children in this chapter. Review the
chapter to find information about that child. Read those
parts carefully. Make a list of five things that child does 
in a day.

Think about your day. Make a list of what you do in a
day. Now write a letter and tell this child what your daily life
is like. Be sure to talk about some 
of the things you have in
common. Include the things
that are different, too.

3-SE-ch1.q  02/24/2005  1:35 PM  Page 26




