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Aboriginal peoples First Nations,
Inuit, and Métis peoples 

agriculture the growing of crops
and raising of animals

Alberta clipper a fierce, cold 
wind that starts near the Rocky
Mountains and quickly blows out 
of the province

archeologists people who study
buildings and objects from the past

artifacts include items that were
made or used by people long ago.
Some Aboriginal artifacts are known
as historical cultural items.

bison buffalo

bitumen a thick, sticky tar made 
of oil

British Isles the countries of
England, Scotland, Wales, and
Ireland together

British the people who come from
the British Isles

buffalo Canada’s largest land
mammal

Canadiens Francophones who 
were born in Canada

chinook a warm, dry wind that
blows down from the Rocky
Mountains

climate weather that is common in
an area over a long period of time

conservation the careful use of
natural resources, so that they will
not run out

conserve to use something carefully
so it will last longer

cultural heritage the beliefs,
customs, knowledge, values, and
history shared by a group of people

diverse population a population
that is made up of people from
many different cultures and
backgrounds

drought a long period with far less
rain or snow than usual

Elders people respected for their
wisdom and understanding of
traditional knowledge

electricity a form of energy that
can produce heat, light, and
movement

energy power, or the ability to
do work

environment all the aspects of
nature that surround us

fact something that is true

First Nations groups who were the
first to live in North America
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fort a building or set of buildings
surrounded by a strong wall 

fossil fuels fuels like oil, gas, and
coal that come from the remains of
ancient plants and animals

fossils the remains or shapes of
ancient plants and animals that
have turned into stone

Francophones people whose first
and main language is French

Francophonie, la an organization
of French-speaking countries around
the world 

fur trade the exchange of goods for
fur between European traders and
First Nations people, lasting from
about the 1750s to the 1830s

geologists scientists who study land
and rocks, and how they are formed

glaciers very thick sheets of ice and
snow that move slowly across the
land

governor general the
representative of the British king 
or queen in Canada

habitat the place where an 
animal makes its home in nature

heritage rangelands protected
areas that preserve the prairie
grasslands

historical cultural items a
respectful term used to define
artifacts that are still used by
Aboriginal people today

homestead the quarter section 
of land that the government granted
to settlers who were willing to live on
the land and farm it

homesteaders the people who lived
on the homestead

iinisskimm special stones with
great spiritual importance

immigrants people who move to a
different country to live

immigrate to move to a different
country to live

inquiry an investigation into a
topic, especially by asking questions

irrigation supplying the land 
with water, using dams, ditches, 
and sprinklers

landforms the different features of
the land, such as mountains, hills,
or plains

landscape the natural scenery of a
very large area

legislative assembly leaders who
represent the people and make
decisions about running a territory
or province 
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logging cutting down trees and
taking logs to the mills

lumber wood that has been cut into
boards

Métis people descended from
British or Canadiens traders and
First Nations

missionary someone who travels to
teach his or her religion to a group
of people

national parks parks managed by
the government of Canada to
preserve the natural beauty or places
of historical importance

natural heritage natural areas,
animals, plants, landforms, and
landscapes that are important to a
country or region because of their
beauty or history

natural region an area with its
own natural vegetation, climate,
and landforms

natural resources things found 
in nature that are useful to us,
including air, water, soil, oil and gas,
minerals, forests, and animals

natural vegetation the plants that
grow naturally in an area

non-renewable resources
resources that cannot be replaced or
renewed

nun a member of a religious
community of women who spends
her life in prayer and service
to others

oil sands a mixture of sand, clay,
rock, and bitumen

opinion what someone thinks
or believes

oral teaching a way of
remembering the past through
stories and spoken explanation,
rather than in writing

paleontologists scientists who
study fossils to learn about very old
forms of life

parks areas of land where people
can enjoy protected landscapes,
plants, and wildlife

pemmican buffalo meat that has
been dried, pounded, and mixed
with hot buffalo grease and dried
berries

perspective the point of view of a
group of people; a way of seeing and
understanding the world

population the number of people
who live in an area

portage to carry a canoe and
supplies over the land

protected areas areas of land
governments have set aside to
protect special features such as
plants, animals, and landforms
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provincial parks parks managed
by provincial governments to
preserve places of natural or
historical importance 

quality of life a person’s or a
community’s sense of safety, comfort,
security, health, and happiness

renewable resources resources
that can be replaced, if they are
used carefully

roots deep connections to a place
where we belong

scrip a coupon that can be
exchanged for land or money

seam of coal a long layer of coal
below the Earth’s surface

sustainable resource a resource
that is used only as much as it can
be replaced, so that it lasts for
the future

technology any of the tools or ways
of doing things that people 
use to get tasks done or to make
their lives easier

tourism travelling and touring 
to see and enjoy places away
from home

travois a frame, pulled by a horse
or a dog, used for moving a teepee
and for carrying belongings

treaty an agreement between
two nations

urban areas towns and cities

voyageur a person who travelled by
canoe, working for fur-trading
companies

weather conditions such as
temperature, rain, and sunshine on
a single day

wetlands areas covered by water,
including ponds, sloughs, and
marshy areas, that provide a habitat
for wildlife

wilderness areas large protected
areas with strict limits on how the
land is used; vehicles and many
recreational activities are not
allowed

wildland provincial parks large
protected areas in a province where
little development takes place; some
activities like hiking and camping
are allowed

ALB4SS_glossary-index  4/27/06  4:02 PM  Page 321



322

Index
A
Aboriginal Junior Forest Ranger Program,

282
Aboriginal language, 169
Aboriginal peoples, 134
agriculture, 78–82, 194–195, 196–197
Alberta

becoming a province, 208–215
changes, 216–224
climate areas, 37–43
diversity, 225–231, 264–269
facts and figures, 309
location in Canada, 12
natural regions, 30–35
parts of Alberta, 18–23
song, 288–289
symbols, 310–311

Alberta clipper, 43
Albertosaurus, 54
Amiskwaciy Academy, 96, 105
Anderson, George, 59
archeologists, 114
art, 276–277
artifacts, 114, 115, 118
Athabasca Glacier, 29
Athabasca River, 26

B
badlands, 50, 52
Banff, 28, 258
Banff National Park, 236, 245, 248–249
Barr, Isaac, 175
beaver, 124
becoming a province, 208–215
Big Rock, 16–17, 24–25
bison, 102–104

see also buffalo
bitumen, 70
Blackfoot, 102

Bonnyville, 90
borders, 211
Boreal Forest, 31, 107–108
Britain, 128
British settlers, 154–160, 174–175
Brown, Barnum, 55
buffalo, 103–104, 137, 160, 162

C
Calgary, 216
Callihoo, Victoria, 136, 268
Canada, 312–313, 314–315
Canadian Shield, 28, 31, 109, 157
Canadiens, 127
Canmore Nordic Centre Provincial Park,

254
capital city, 213, 217
cardinal directions, 13
Catholic missionaries, 143–145, 212
cattle, 79, 174
celebrations, 279
Centennial Time Capsule, 2
chinook winds, 39, 43
citizenship, 290–291
Clark, Karl, 268
climate, 32, 37–43
coal, 62, 63, 69, 74
coal mines, 222
Columbia Icefield, 29
communicating information, 259
communities, 186–187, 198–201, 303
compass rose, 13, 15
concept map, 83
conservation, 75
Cowboy Trail, 271
Crowshoe, Joseph, 269
cultural heritage, 267
Currie, Dr. Phil, 50
Cypress Hills, 158, 253
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D
Dene Suline, 109, 110
Dene Tha’, 107
Dinosaur Provincial Park, 59, 60
dinosaurs, 49
diverse population, 225, 264–269
Dr. E.W. Coffin Elementary School, 281
drought, 223
Drumheller, 28, 54
Dry Island Buffalo Jump, 254
dry land, 82
Dunvegan Provincial Park and Historic

Site, 255
dust bowl years, 223
Dvarich, Petro, 178

E
Edmonton, 217
Edmonton Grads, 269
Elders, 111
electricity, 69
Elk Island National Park, 245, 250
Elk Point’s Mural Park, 272
Emerald Award, 281
energy, 68, 69–77
environment, 108
European immigrants, 181

F
facts, 218, 309
farmers, 196–197
Father Lacombe Chapel, 273
First Nations

in Alberta, 98, 99
connection with living things, 110
and the land, 96, 100–109, 189
map (1750), 99
meaning of term, 98
passing down of knowledge, 111–115
settlement, effect of, 162–167

treaties, 163–166
foothills, 31, 101
forests, 84–87, 282
Fort Chipewyan, 40
Fort McMurray, 40, 91
forts, 130
fossil fuels, 62–63, 75
fossils

and Alberta’s past, 48
dinosaur fossils, 49
examples of, 47, 48, 52, 53, 54, 57
formation of land, 50
location of, 52–53
meaning of, 47
protection of, 56–61
Tyrrell’s find, 54–55

Franco-Albertan flag, 266
Francophone communities, 124, 130,

141–145, 199–200, 229, 266
Francophones, 129
Francophonie, la, 266
Friedel, Marge, 96, 201
fur trade, 124–132
future, 278–282

G
Gaboury, Marie-Anne, 122, 142
gas, 62, 63

see also natural gas
glacial lakes, 28
glaciers, 24, 26, 29
grain elevators, 274–275
Grande Prairie, 91
Grande Prairie Museum, 272
graphs, 161
grass fires, 41
grasshoppers, 224
grasslands, 31, 33, 34–35, 102–104
Grey Nuns, 144, 145
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H
habitats, 238
Haultain, Frederick, 210, 211, 213
Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump, 103, 115,

116
Henday, Anthony, 128
heritage sites, 270
High Level, 17, 38
historic sites, 272–273, 308
historical cultural items, 114, 118
historical maps, 133
homes, 191
homestead, 183
homesteaders, 183
hoodoos, 28
Hudson’s Bay Company, 129, 130, 154,

155
Hunt, Brianna, 56, 58
Hypacrosaurus, 49

I
iinisskimm, 54
immigrants, 228
immigrate, 181
information quest, 9–11
inquiry, 9, 10–11
intermediate directions, 13
Internet, 51
Iron Creek Hutterite Community, 76
irrigation, 82

J
Jackson, Dr. Mary Percy, 268
Janvier, Alex, 109
Jasper National Park, 240, 245, 247

K
Kainai (Blood) First Nation, 82, 102, 113
Kicking Horse Pass, 171
Kieftenbeld, Mary, 288, 290
Kootenay First Nation, 236

L
Lacombe, Father, 143, 145, 273
lakes, 26–28
Lamoureux, Frank and Joseph, 141
landforms, 24, 32
landscape, 24
Laurier, Wilfrid, 206, 211
law and order, 158–159
Leduc oil fields, 66, 68, 224
legislative assembly, 208, 214
Lethbridge, 38, 56, 77, 158
Littlechild, George, 168
Lloyd, Exton, 175
Lloydminster, 175
logging, 85, 242–243
logging towns, 219, 221
Louise Caroline Alberta, Princess of

England, 213
lumber, 85, 219

M
Macdonald, John A., 156
Macdonald, Lady Agnes, 171
Mackenzie, Alexander, 128
maps

Canada historical, 312–313
Canada today, 314–315
direction, 13
historic sites and museums, 308
major communities, 303
meaning of, 300
national and provincial parks, 307
physical maps, 304–305
reading a map, 301
scale, 302
tourist attractions, 306
world map, 316–317

Medicine Hat, 90
Métis nation, 134–140, 167, 201
Minde, Emma, 230
mining, 74
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mining towns, 220–221
missionaries, 143–147, 212
Mount Columbia, 17
murals, 270, 272
museums, 118, 270, 308

N
Nakoda First Nation, 101, 158
naming places, 216
national parks, 240–241, 244–251, 307
natural gas, 69
natural regions, 30–35, 89
natural resources

agriculture, 78–82
communities and, 88–91
energy resources, 68–77
forests, 84–87
fur trade, 124–132
location of, 89
meaning of, 67

natural vegetation, 32
non-renewable resources, 75
North West Company, 129, 130
North West Mounted Police (NWMP),

159
Nose Hill Park (Calgary), 34–35
nuns, 144

O
Obed Lake, 253
oil, 62, 63, 69
oil sands, 70–73
Okotoks, 16, 25
opinions, 218
oral teaching, 111
organizing information, 117
Ottawa, 12, 210
outdoor activities, 40

P
paleontologist, 50
Paradise Valley grain elevator, 273
parklands, 31, 105–106

past, 270–277
pemmican, 137
perspective, 147, 164
petrified wood, 52, 311
physical maps, 304–305
pig manure, 76
Piikani First Nation, 102
Piquette, Léo, 269
place names, 148
Plains Cree people, 105–106, 137
points of view, 36
police, 159
Pond, Peter, 128
population, 225
portage, 126
prairie grasslands, 33
preservation of parks, 256–258
problem solving, 283
protected areas, 239, 240–241, 242–243
Protestant missionaries, 146
provincial parks, 240–241, 252–255, 307

Q
quality of life, 3, 37–43, 291

R
railway, 156, 157, 170–172
ranching, 78–79, 173, 180
Red Deer, 90
Red River cart, 138
Regina, 208
renewable resources, 76
river communities, 26
rivers, 26, 27, 126
Roberts, Sarah Ellen, 184
rock carvings, 113
Rocky Mountain House, 131
Rocky Mountains, 16, 24, 31, 39, 101,

236
Rossdale Flats, 232–233
Royal Tyrrell Museum, 46, 58, 61
Rupert’s Land, 154
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sand dunes, 17
schools, 212
scrip, 167
seam, 74
search engine, 51
settlement

British settlers, 154–160, 174–175
European immigrants, 181
Francophone communities, 124,
141–145, 199–200
fur trade, 124–132
growth of communities, 198–201
homes, 191
the land, changes in, 188–195
Métis Nation, 134–140, 167
new life in Alberta, 183–185
planning for settlement, 180
railway, 157, 170–172
ranching, 173, 180
starting of communities, 186–187
voices of the settlers, 192–193
wheat farming, 194–195

Shimbashi, Edward, 269
Siksika First Nation, 102
Siksika oil reserves, 69
Sloboda, Wendy, 46
snowstorms, 41
soddie, 191
solar power, 76
St. Paul, 199–200
Stand Off Rodeo, 272
steam trains, 172
Stephansson House, 273
story robes, 113
sustainable resource, 87
symbols, 310–311

T
technology, 108
teepee rings, 114
teepees, 104, 106
Thompson, David, 128

tornado, 41
tourism, 256–257, 306
tourist attractions, 306
trade centre, 106
trading posts, 130, 217
traditional knowledge, 111–112
trails, 34–35
travel, 40, 138, 184–185
travois, 104
treaties, 163–166
trumpeter swan, 250
Tsuu T’ina, 102
Tyrrell, Joseph, 54–55

U
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, 190
urban, 220

V
Vérendrye, Pierre de la, 129
voyageurs, 127

W
Waterton Lakes National Park, 245, 251
weather, 37, 43
wetlands, 246
wheat, 80–81, 194–195, 223–224
whisky traders, 158
wild rose, 9–10, 310
windmills, 77
winds, 39
wolfers, 158
Wood Buffalo National Park, 245, 246
woodland caribou, 247
Woodland Cree, 107
work, 40, 174
World Heritage Sites, 59, 244
world map, 316–317
Writing-On-Stone Provincial Park, 113, 255

Y
Yellowhead Pass, 127
York boat, 138
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